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LIFES. t JIXG SERVICE.

One of Unclc Sam's Most Useful
"Navies".G86 Boats.

Fr ,m The Trihune Ttur. au 1

Washirigton, July 13 Buried ln the last an-
nn il report ,,f the Secretary of the Treasury a

few flgures are ^ t forth in about the sm

type the govi rnmenl printer could flnd which
ahow that in the last fiscal year th,- lifesaving
serviei had recorded 848 marlne disasters, ln

h was involved the fate "f 5,3-0 persons and
-S1 ."' -11 1 l. ? worth of property. In th.- same

modest type the table further announces that

only twenty-nlne ol' these 5,321) imperilled per¬
sons losl their live? and more than $12,000,000
..f the endangi n $15,000,000 worth ol property
was savi ,1 t" the "V i ers. In the same period MI
shipwrecked persons i:<>l rellef :it the various
llfesaving stations, and out ,,f the hundreds of

thal were in distress and were aided by
ervici cnly forty-nine were actually l"st.

If any additional flgures were needed t" prove
the profit of the llfesaving service to the g ...'-

ernmenl and t" the people "f the United Sl iti
the Seeretary's report adds that the cosl of
maintaining the wonderlul organlzation for the
twelve months was only 451,832,40593.
The lifesaving service off.-rs a good example

of the growth of Uncle Sam's sea power, for al-
though neatly all the 278 stations under its

control are built upon terra flrma and belong to
the land Ihe operations of the system are di-

re.ie.l to thi water and make parl and parcel
of th.ean's history. In the beginning "f the

j<\tv 1^71 there were no llfesaving stations man-

a.-. by th. government. But ln that year a

few stations were establlshed upon the dan-
B»erous eoasts of Long Island an.l New Jersey,
and since that time every stormy spring and
Inll has found more men enrolled tn the service
to fight the waves nnd more stations within
rlghl ,,f tlie rocks and sands where vessels meet
tla-ir doom. To malntain the lifesaving ser¬

vice requires a navy larger than any that floats
tln- flag of a seacoast Laiin republic. Indeed,
n if tln Old World powcrs would be proud

t. y boats in tiieir naval 1!
a-- inder t!,. ,>rdcrs of the general supcrin-
t, ndenl of '!.. I'niti I .ing Ser-
« untlng all varletii s of bottoms
f rdinary skifTs and n wh'u li are

n-t enumerated, the servlci ha: GSG ln
B t 'J77 are open surf boats, 254

_, i; .;;;.. purf boats, 72 self-ballng and self-
r : lifel oats with cei and

19 statioi ipply 1

Ine, .;.:-, 7 i owi ri ."'

r ,..,¦... r boats of various klnd an I
;¦ tions.

¦¦-, .;.....:
' if men that

duty an 1 self s

II -.i.i be difflc ill to dupli' ate anywhi re ln

|h< world. As at present organized the service
I ^i»i stations upon thi Atlantic and Gulf

CO upon the coasts of the Great Lakes,
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C Pr, Moi tl of thi

., Molitauk Point there ar. ml
i ii thi t Is somewhat slmilar t..

thal Maim fort 11 bul
v..':. .- numeroui Inlcts and shelten 1
offerii mvenieiit | rotei t on to -. r ¦! .,f the
t drafl

Tl i-n re thlrty-nim llfi ns situ
n tln t of Lond I land an 1 !'..; ty up..n

Un Jei ;. sands I'ai hl - outh, v. her.
cants play hldi and seek with each othei .¦

thi ("arolii thi station an almosl w ithln
i: t ol one anot her; from Pape II. nlopen t
('.,;¦ ii trli s, a di tanci ol I lf. m tb.ri an
b:.\!..: tatl .iiid from i'a;.e Henry to .'io.
Hatterai a strcti 1. of lL'i nilles, tl,.- government
ha three, each w Ith its nuipment of
bnivi men, lifeboats and lifesaving apparatus
So th of Norfolk the stations ar.- phi .1 further
and further apart, until, where thi s>-a water
I ,;.:- wartn and tln kii an almosl alwayi
il'.u. off the soutm-rn Plorlda coast, the regu-

are n, long ne< di d and only an
occasioi al shedl ki ti turc ls 1... at, d, de-
i l foi the n (,f marliiers or otln rs w lu.rn
atn of ln um: tam has av aj upon
the uninhahiti .! ¦¦.- Thi shed
rt-lief stal , ,.f ,. r. pro,

1 uflicii i.t to ustain a
r of hungi .period
are fn, ,, along the !ulf
where the "northers" an so mueh dreaded

bj the ieafaring folk. North of San Krai
t>n lln Pa< iflc ('"¦> t, thi mon dang, r«>u points

and stretches of beaoh are guarded by llfesaving
CTTWS.

During tho olght months of the year that

the Great Lakos aro open to navlgatlon the llfe-
savers are busy patrolllng the twenty-flve hun¬

dred mlles of coast lino that constitute the
shores of these unsalted There aro few
r.atural harbors along the lal.es, and the artl-
fi( ial ones, being for the most part formed by
breakwab rs or extended piers, are difflcult to
nter In the continuance of a storm. Those who

are familiar with the convulsions that so often
break out upon the surface ol th... lak.
clare thal the flcrcesl of o ean storms are nol
t.. be compared with them for deadly severlty
and shlp destroying vlolenoe. Forty-flve llfe¬
saving stations are situated at interval
the lake coasts, ai 1 all hav< given good ac¬

count of their intn pid rews.

The only floating llfesaving station within the
LTnited States, and, it is beiieved, in the world,
rxcept thal near B< ton, ls fcund at the Falls
of the Ohio. Here there Is a great dam con-

d wlth wlde oponings or chutes to
tate the descent of vessels, thi asi ent being a«

complished through a canal provided with lo. k

This dam ls a continual source of danger to

smalJ boats crossing the rivcr to Jeffersonville.
Many of th< tn .ar.- swept down the chutes, and

even vessels of considerable size. if they be-
come unmanageable, are sometimes wrecked ln
tbe raplds. To offer Imtnediate ald to the vic-

tims of these disasters the government has lo-
cated a floating station within easy reach of the

danger i oint.
The llfesaving stations upon th. ocean

beaches are- generally situated among the low
satid hills sufficii ntly back ..f highwater mark
to l. .-af. from the reach <>f storm tides. They
are plain slru. ttires. designed to serve as t.ar-
racks for tiie crews and to afford convenient
storage r....m f..r the boats .and apparatus.
In tho majority of the stations th-- flrst floor

is divided Into four rooms a boat room, mess

room (which also serves as a sittlng room for
the men), a keeper*s room and a storcroom.
Wide, double doors ,'irnl a sloping platform ex-

t( ndlng from the sills to the ground permit the
runnlng out of the h( avler equipmenta from the
building. The seci nd story nf t);.- sl ition con-
t tins two a sleeping apartment f .r

ther a room for tl
i survlvors who are from time

to time cntei the
The stations are usually equipped wltl
.urf boats, a boat carriage, two sets <.f bi

I for tho transp rl
the ap] ¦- life >-ar, twenty .rk ja

.:...-.

|ui] ment n< led by the crews ..n ai C
duty. All thei m coast of
I.. ng Island, tw< stations or. the coast
of New Jersey, nine stati ns between Cape
Henlopen and Cape Charles and all tho sta¬
tions '¦;. Elcnry and Hatteras Inkt
are c nnccti d by t< l< phone.
The < ln. f ofllcer of the llfesaving sorvlco ls

i] rlntendent, whose appointment
mad_ by tho President and confirriied by tho

S*-i _te. Sumner I Kimball, the present super-
intendent, has held the positlon for many years.
and most of. lf not all, th.- great Improve-
.i" nt: made ln the rvice have bei n ln:
inder his dlrcctlon. The organlzatlon under the
superintendent consists ..f an a. .;.t_nt g
lupertntendent, ar. Inspector, ai tant in-
;¦ tor f..r each llfesaving dlstrlct, a sup rin-

tendent for each dlstrlct, a keeper f..r each sta-
tlon and crews of six ..r seven tnen. who aro

ly known aa surfmen. Tho surfmen must
be under forty years of age, ..f perfeet physleal
condltlon, must know how to handle themselves
and tiieir boats in the water and aro requlr. ! to
sign articles for the aetlve season, a perlod of
ight months.
The "... p. rs of ,1 not

d $N00 a j oar, u liile t1... surfmen r. ly.
..". > a month ln the aetlve season and .«,". for each

Beyond the
; rs i ive no al-

lowam I, except the
l«l< d at th.- .- tations. They

thlng. No
; rtnitti d to

ratus or
lo ho c.

. .. t. i

ls he entltled to any salvage upon any property
he may save or assist to save.

In case a koopor or surfman becomes disabled
by lnjury received or dlsease contractod ln the

llne of duty he is entltled to recelve hls full pay

durlng tho cotitinuance of the dlsability. lf lt

d...s not exceed one year, and upon the recom-

mendation of tho general superintendent the
Sei n tary of the Troasury may extond the tbne
f-.r the second year. or a part thoroof. but no

longer. If any keeper or surfman loses his Ufe

by reason of lnjury or dlsease lncurrcd ln the

line of hls duty his widow or chlldren under six-

t.. n years of age may recelve for two years Ihe

pay that the dead man would have received lf
alive and tn the service. lf tho wid-.w reroarries
01 a ehildarrivesattheageofslxteenthe amount
that would bave been paid t.. the ono <>r the

otht r goes t.. th.- rematolng benefldaries, if aay.

At the ..[:. ning -f the "a.tiw soason" the m a

assemble at their respective stations and es-

tablish themselves f..r a residence of eight
months. They arrange f->r thelr housekeeping,
asually by f..rmin_r a m.-ss. takin-r turns hy
we ks i-: cat< rlng and cookJxtg, altbough a. so

of tiie stations they engage board from the

ke.p.r at a rate approved by tho general sup-r-

intendent These pieliminaries being s.ttled. the

keeper organixes hls crow by arrantring and

numberlng them in thelr supposed order of

tn. rit. the most competent and trustworthy he-

incr No. 1. the next No. 2 and so on. Those
numbers are changed by promotion as _ra_________

occur ..r by such rearrangement from time to

timo as proflciency in drill and perfurmance of
_al

GUN FOR SHOOT1NG

UNITED STATES LIFESAVING STATION, WITH SELF-BAIL 5LRF BC-*|
CARRIAGE.

UNITED STATES LIFESAVERS GOING THROUGH THE "CAP- CAP AND SLEEVE DE'. TElajji
SIZE DRILU" STATES LIFE.V* ~*- . ICE

MOTOR LIFEGOAT. 20 HORSEPOWER, 34 FEET LONG. STAT SMW


